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Dr. Sushanta Kumar Mahapatra has more than two decades of experience in research,
consulting, and teaching. He has collaborated in research projects supported by organizations
like ILO Geneva, IRRI, ICSSR, Sir Ratan Tata Trust, and NABARD. He has worked as a
Consultant to the World Bank, the Japan International Cooperation Agency, the Inter-State
Water Issue, the Department of Water Resources, Government of Odisha, for the Mahanadi
Water Disputes Tribunal, constituted by the Central Government of India. He has published
his research ideas in books and journals and acted as a reviewer for several journals. He is the
recipient of the Malcolm Elizabeth Adiseshiah Doctoral Merit Fellowship from the Madras
Institute of Development Studies, Chennai, India, in 2001, and the European Commission
Erasmus Mundus Post-Doctoral Fellowship from the University of Bologna, Italy, in 2013. In
recognition of his academic accomplishments and contributions, he was honored with the “NJ
Yasaswy-BEST TEACHER AWARD for Overall Excellence” by the IFHE Hyderabad in
2024.

Area of interest/expertise: Public policy, applied development economics, trade and
environment, gender, water governance, institutions and policies, climate change and
sustainable development, microfinance and livelihood



