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The Legal Aid Society, ICFAI Law School, IFHE, Hyderabad, organized a Speed Mentoring
Program on the POCSO Act at Zilla Parishad High School, Tellapur, RC Puram Mandal,
Sangareddy District, Telangana, on August 5, 2026. The program aimed to sensitize students
about the importance of child protection, personal safety, and the legal safeguards provided
under the POCSO Act. Approximately 150 students from grades 8 to 10, along with the
Principal and school teachers, attended the program.

The keynote speech was delivered by Dr. Geetha Priyadarshini, who highlighted the
significance of the POCSO Act of 2012. The session focused on the objectives of the Act,
children’s rights, the importance of identifying unsafe situations, mechanisms for reporting
incidents, and the collective responsibility of society to ensure a safe environment for all
children. Students were encouraged to speak up against abuse, seek timely support from trusted
adults, and understand that silence should never be a barrier to justice.

To reinforce legal concepts in an engaging and student-friendly manner, the program included
poster presentations, a mime performance, interactive discussions, and Q&A sessions. The
poster presentation conducted by Ms. Kundanika and Ms. Soumya was both impactful and
timely, focusing on personal safety awareness for students. Understanding that adolescence
brings about complex social dynamics, the presentation progressed from basic safety rules to a



mature discussion about bodily autonomy. The presenters emphasized the nuances of consent,
highlighting that it should be enthusiastic, informed, and entirely within a student's control.
Using visual aids, students learned to identify red flags, such as manipulative grooming
behaviors and subtle boundary violations, both in person and online.A significant portion of
the workshop was dedicated to breaking the silence surrounding uncomfortable incidents. The
speakers encouraged students to overcome fear or shame and report any troubling situations to
parents or teachers immediately. To ensure a comprehensive safety net, the national emergency
Child Helpline 1098 was introduced as a powerful, confidential resource available 24/7 for any
child in distress. By replacing fear with actionable knowledge, the session equipped our
students to remain safe, confident, and heard.

The mime performance by Ms. Shivatmika, Mr. Manoj, Mr. Sameer, Ms. Akshaya, and Ms.
Devyani effectively conveyed the importance of child safety, awareness of inappropriate
behavior, and the need to overcome fear and silence to seek help. Mime performance evoked
strong empathy, reinforcing that child sexual abuse is unacceptable and that reporting it is a
legal duty. The interactive session led by Ms. Dishika and Ms. Smithika raised awareness
about helpline integration. Key topics included the Child Helpline (1098), Police Emergency
(100), and the POCSO e-Box, a digital reporting tool created by the National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) for confidential complaints.

Throughout the program, students were actively involved, and their thoughtful responses
reflected a genuine interest in understanding the legal protections available to them under the
POCSO Act. The session successfully raised awareness about child rights, personal safety, and
the importance of reporting any form of abuse without fear or hesitation. The event was funded
by the IFHE Management to promote legal awareness among school children in Telangana and
was coordinated by Dr. S. Kannan along with members of the Legal Aid Society at ICFAI Law
School, IFHE, Hyderabad.
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ICFAI Law School Conducts POCSO
Awareness Programme for School Srudents

DECCAN NEWS SERVICE
RANGAREDDY

The Legal Aid Society of
[CFAI Law School, IFHE, Hy-
derabad, ongantzed a legal
awal s programine on the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act, 2012, at PM Shn Zilla
Panshad High School, Tella-
pur. Ramachandrapuram Man-
dal, on Wednesday.

The progmmme aimed 1o
educate students on child pro-
tection, personal safety, and

the legal safeguards available
under the POCS0 Act. Faculty
members explained the objec-
tives of the Act, children’s
rights, the identification of un-
safle situations, and the mech
anisms available for reporting
incidents of abuse, Students
were encournged to speak up
against abuse, seck support
from wrusted ndults, and under-
stand the importance of repart-
ing offences without fiar

The awareness progmmime
featured poster presentatiom,
a mime r\cn'-\mulm'u. mnerac-
tive discussions, and audience
interaction sessions. The mime

child safety ond secking
timely help, while the posters
explamed the concepts of
“good wuch” and “bad wouch™
and emphasized reporting in
cidents to parents, teachers, or
through Chuld Helphne 1098,

Around | 50 students partic-
ipated enthustastically, dis-
playing keen inferest in
understanding  their  legal
rights and personal safety, The
programme was funded by
IFHE Munagement as part of
its initiative (o promote legal
awareness among school chil-

and members of the Legal Aid

dren in Telangana. It was co-
ted by Dr. S. Kannan

Socicty, ICFAl Law School,
IFHE, Hyderabad.
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