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The Legal Aid Society of ICFAI Law School, IFHE, Hyderabad, in collaboration with the
District Legal Services Authority of Nalgonda District, organized a Legal Awareness Program
on Prisoners' Rights at the District Jail in Nalgonda on August 31, 2026. The purpose of the
program was to educate prison inmates about their constitutional and statutory rights, the
availability of free legal aid, the standards of fair trial, and the significance of humane treatment
and dignity while in custody. Additionally, the program aimed to bridge the gap between the
incarcerated population and the legal aid system by facilitating direct interaction among
inmates, legal aid professionals, and student volunteers.

Smt. Himabindhu Golla, Senior Civil Judge and Secretary of the DLSA Nalgonda District,
delivered an impactful speech titled "The Right to Free Legal Aid for Prisoners." She
reaffirmed the state's commitment to ensuring that no prisoner is denied justice due to economic
or structural barriers. She emphasized that free legal aid acts as a bridge between poverty and
justice. Through organizations like the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) and state
legal aid cells, the government provides free legal representation to anyone who cannot afford
it. This right ensures that: no innocent person remains in jail solely because they are poor, trials
take place more quickly and fairly, and the poor have a voice in court, just as the rich do. Laws
on paper are not sufficient; we must ensure that these laws reach even the darkest corners of
our prisons. Law students, social workers, and lawyers must step forward to educate prisoners
about their right to free legal representation. We must strive to ensure that justice is fast, fair,



and accessible to all. A society is judged by how it treats its most vulnerable members,
including those behind bars. Free legal aid is not merely an act of charity; it is a fundamental
human right. Let us commit to supporting this cause and ensuring that poverty does not become
a barrier to justice.

Sri N. Bheemarjun Reddy, Chief Legal Aid Defense Counsel of Nalgonda, delivered an
important address on "Constitutional Rights for Prisoners," outlining the essential legal
protections guaranteed by the Constitution of India. Incarceration restricts a person's liberty,
but it does not strip away their fundamental human dignity or basic constitutional rights. A
person in prison remains a natural and legal person under the law. Prison walls do not negate
fundamental constitutional guarantees. Justice requires rehabilitation and humane treatment
rather than retribution or cruelty. Inmates have the right to be free from torture, brutality, and
cruel or unusual punishment. The Constitution of India guarantees that the right to life and
personal liberty extends to prisoners, which includes the right to a fair and speedy trial.
Prisoners are protected against arbitrary discrimination and entitled to fair and equal treatment
within the legal system (Article 14). Inmates have the right to consult a lawyer of their choice
and receive free legal assistance if they cannot afford representation. Prison facilities must
provide adequate food, clean drinking water, proper sanitation, and necessary medical care.
Custodial violence and unlawful abuse by authorities violate the core principles of
constitutional law. How a nation treats its prisoners reflects its true commitment to justice and
human rights. Upholding these rights ensures that the justice system remains corrective,
humane, and grounded in constitutional values.

A poster presentation by Ms. Himaja and Ms.Suryanjali titled "Humane Treatment and
Dignity" was showcased by legal aid members focusing on the rights of prisoners and undertrial
individuals, emphasizing their legal protections under Indian law. This presentation covered
key topics such as Article 21, human dignity, protection from torture, legal aid, medical care,
speedy trials, bail safeguards, arrest procedures, and accountability for custodial deaths.

Legal aid members (Mr.Samhith, Mr.Likith, Mr. U Kevin, Ms.Thanusri, Ms. A.Bala Kali
Supriya, Ms. Sai Siri Dorothy and Ms.Purvi Singh) also performed an engaging educational
drama that illustrated fair trial standards, visually demonstrating the legal rights and judicial
processes involved. The powerful courtroom scene depicted a person falsely accused of
murder, highlighting how assumptions, unreliable witness identification, and overlooked
evidence can lead to injustice. The drama underscored the importance of fair trials, proper
investigations, the questioning of evidence, and ensuring that every accused individual has the
opportunity to be heard, reminding us that "suspicion is not proof."

The program concluded with an interactive session with legal experts, law students, and
prisoners, providing a platform to address grievances and legal questions. Sri Anand Rao, the
Superintendent of the District Prison in Nalgonda, commended the efforts of the District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA) in providing free legal aid services, as well as the performance of
the ICFAI Law students.

The event succeeded in raising awareness among inmates at the District Jail in Nalgonda about
their constitutional rights, fair trial standards, and the availability of free legal aid services
through the DLSA. The direct interaction segment allowed inmates to voice their concerns to
legal aid officials, thereby enhancing the outreach of legal aid mechanisms to marginalized and
incarcerated individuals. Additionally, the event provided law students with valuable field
exposure to legal aid work and prison outreach. The event was funded by the IFHE



management to promote free legal awareness for marginalized communities in Telangana. The
program concluded with the presentation of a memento to the guests, followed by a vote of
thanks proposed by Dr. S. Kannan, Coordinator of the Legal Aid Society at ICFAI Law School,
IFHE, Hyderabad. Anchoring was done by Ms. Sri Vaishanvi Reddy and Mr.Sai Ramakrishna
and Photography was taken by Mr.Nihal Karthik, the event was attended by Dr.K.V.Ravi
Kumar and Dr.Sheila Rani. As the permission is denied to take photo inside the prison due to
security reasons. The photo outside the prison premises is presented and published in the media.

nda, Telangana 508001




E HYDERABAD | TUESDAY | SEPTEMBER 01 2026 Dececan \f’ision

Legal Awareness Programme

on Prisoners’ nghts Held

DECCAN NEWS SERVICE
u RANGAREDDY

The Legal Aid Society of

ICFAI Law School, IFHE, Hy-
derabad, in collaboration with
the District Legal Services Au-
thority (DLSA). Nalgonda
District, organised a Legal
Awareness Programme on
Prisoners” Rights at the Dis-
trict Jail on August 31.

The programme focused on
rmmounb awareness of the

zal and constitutional rights
available to prisoners and un-
dertrial prisoners. The event
began with a welcome address

highlighting the importance of

legal education in protecting
human rights within the cor-
rectional system.

Senior Civil Judge and Sec-
retary of DLSA. Nalgonda
District, Smt Himabindhu
Golla, spoke on the “Right to
Free Legal Aid for Prisoners™
and reiterated the commitment
to ensuring that no prisoner is
denied access 1o justice be-
cause of financial or structural
barriers.

Sri N. Bheemarjun Reddy.
Chief Legal Aid Defense
Counsel of Nalgonda, ad-
dressed the gathering on the
“Constitutional Rights for
Prisoners™ and explained the
important legal protections
guaranteed under the Constitu-
tion of India.

Legal Aid Society members
also presented posters on “Hu-
mane Treatment and Dignity,”
highlighting the legal safe-
guards available to prisoners
and undertrial prisoners. The

presentation covered Article
21, human dignity, protection
from torture, free legal aid,
medical care, speedy trials,
bail safeguards. arrest proce-
dures and accountability in
custodial deaths.

An educational drama on
fair trial standards was per-
formed by the law students.
Through a courtroom scene in-
volving a person falsely sus-
pected of murder, the
performance demonstrated
how assumptions, unreliable
witness  identification and
overlooked evidence could re-
sult in injustice. The drama

stressed the importance of

proper investigation, careful
examination of evidence and
providing every accused per-
son an opportunity to be heard,
conveying the message that
“suspicion is not proof.”

The programme concluded
with an interactive session in-
volving legal experts, law stu-
dents and prisoners, providing
an opportunity to address
grievances and legal quenies.

Sri Anand Rao, Superinten-
dent of District Prison, Nalgo-

nda, appreciated the efforts of

the DLSA in providing free
legal aid services and lauded
the performance of the ICFAI
Law School students.

The programme was funded
by the IFHE management as
part of efforts to promote free
legal awareness among mar-
ginalised communities in
Telangana. Dr S. Kannan, Co-
ordinator of the Legal Aid So-
ciety at ICFAI Law School,
Hyderabad, proposed the vote
of thanks and expressed grati-
tude to the jail authorities and
DLSA for their cooperation in
making the programme a suc-
cess.
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Legal Awareness Programme
on Prisoners’ Rights Held at
Nalgonda Jail

(Capital information)

Nalgonda bureau : The Legal Aid Society of
ICFAI Law School, IFHE, Hyderabad, in collab-
oration with DLSA Nalgonda, organised a legal
awareness programme on Prisoners’ Rights at
the District Jail.Senior Civil Judge and DLSA
Secretary Smt. Himabindhu Golla explained the
right to free legal aid, while Chief Legal Aid
Defense Counsel N. Bheemarjun Reddy high-
lighted prisoners' constitutional rights.Law students
presented posters on Article 21, human dignity,
protection from torture, medical care, speedy
trials, bail and arrest safeguards. They also staged
a courtroom drama stressing fair trials and the
principle that “suspicion is not proof."An interactive
session allowed prisoners and undertrials to raise
legal grievances. District Jail Superintendent
Anand Rao appreciated the DLSA's free legal aid
services and the efforts of ICFAI Law students.
Dr. 8. Kannan, Coordinator of the Legal Aid
Sociely, proposed the vote of thanks.
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